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for having had influence on anthropology. If the title were reversed and the
influence of anthropology on psychiatry were discussed, Sapir's name would
certainly feature more prominently, and the names of some of the psycho-
analysts less so. Besides, one might ask, Why has anthropology been selected
for psychiatric scrutiny? Why not Sociology? Economics? Political
Science? Law? And, perhaps most important of all, Medicine?
Despite these criticisms, the volume is an important contribution to the
psychiatric library. Its breadth and intrinsic interest earn it a place of honor
on every psychiatrist's shelf. Such an "inventory" of psychiatric progress has
the advantage of all inventories, i.e., it tells us how things stand. Although
no balance sheet for the past century is drawn up in this particular inventory,
most of the relevant assets of psychiatry, and to a lesser extent the liabilities,
can be found in it. -LOUIS H. COHEN.
OSLER'S PRINCIPLES AND PRACTICE OF MEDICINE. By Henry
A. Christian. New (15th, 1944) Edition. D. Appleton-Century
Co., New York. 1600 pp. $9.50.
Standard medical works originating many years ago not infrequently
remain encumbered through succeeding revisions by long out-dated material.
Certainly no such criticism may be directed against the 15th Edition of
Osler's famous work and the third revision by the present distinguished editor.
It is indeed extraordinary that it has been possible to incorporate so many
advances that are practically contemporaneous with the date of publication.
One need only mention a section on penicillin therapy, or one on atypical
pneumonias of unknown etiology, or the use of thiourea and uracil in the
treatment of hyperthyroidism to gain an appreciation of the thoroughness of
the present revision. It is of course inevitable that a few significant develop-
ments have been overlooked, such as, for example, the recent progress in the
therapy of Hemophilus influenzae meningitis, notably the use of Dr. Alex-
ander's rabbit antiserum. The subject matter is presented with clarity and
conciseness, at times almost too briefly, although obviously the reader is
expected to seek detail and elaboration from more exhaustive sources. As a
basic medical text, the present edition will no doubt continue to enjoy the
success which its predecessors have merited for over 50 years.
-M. TAGER.
PRACTICAL MALARIA CONTROL. By Carl E. M. Gunther.
Philosophical Library, Inc., New York. 91 pp. $2.50.
It becomes quickly apparent to the reader that this handbook is not merely
a product of academic experience. Dr. Gunther has served for over 10 years
as a Medical Field Oflicer in the heavily malaria-infested tropical jungles of
New Guinea, and the manual reflects in its every page that contact. TheBOOK REVIEWS 759
author's point of view rests on the premise that, for all practical purposes,
control rather than elimination of malaria must be sought, and on a clear
understanding of the different requirements of relatively immune native
peoples as contrasted with fully susceptible newcomers. To be sure, the
conventional aspects of malaria control are presented, the various antimalarial
preventive measures, as well as problems of therapy, diagnosis, and compli-
cations. However, the author gives much more in that he goes beyond
theory and initiates the reader into the daily practical difficulties and experi-
ences which a Medical Field Officer may have to face. One learns, for
example, of the proper handling of a mosquito net, of the best type of clothes
to wear, of the sort of dwelling best adapted to the tropical jungle, of the
care required in locating an encampment in relation to the native dwellings
and the prevailing winds, of the many pitfalls which 'beset the unwary who
have been taught that all swamps should be drained and all underbrush cut
away. He cautions the over-enthusiastic Medical Officer to call in expert
aid when needed, lest "he spend much time and money merely proving that
water will not run uphill." The importance of a thorough knowledge of
the many atypical and typical clinical manifestations of malaria are stressed,
since often under field conditions an accurate laboratory diagnosis may be
an unattainable luxury. Admittedly, many of the author's opinions are con-
troversial, and one may, for example, challenge his dismissal from practical
field work of the thick blood smear as requiring too great skill. An obviously
unintentional ambiguous statement had best be eliminated from subsequent
printings (page 68) since it might be interpreted as advocating a dose of
200 grains of quinine daily, while the subsequent discussion makes clear that
this is intended for the total dose in 7 days. All in all, Dr. Gunther has
presented a stimulating discussion of the great problem of malaria control.
-M. TAGER.
THE PERMEABILITY OF NATURAL MEMBRANES. By Hugh
Davson and James Frederic Danielli. Cambridge University Press,
Cambridge, and The Macmillan Co., New York, 1943. x + 361
pp. $4.75.
Although there have been several recent symposia on cell membrane
permeability, this is the first general survey of the field of permeability to
have appeared for a period of over ten years. One can only be grateful to
the authors for having compiled and logically presented in a stimulating, well-
written manner the detailed data now available concerning quantitative
aspects of cell permeability in relation to cell physiology. The book is broad
in its appeal, containing material of interest to students of medicine, physi-
ology, biochemistry, zoology, and botany. Each chapter is supplemented with
key references so that the literature on any point which it is desired to pursue
further may be obtained with a minimum of trouble. The chapter headings